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Territorial Acknowledgement
The University of Michigan was founded through the Treaty of Fort Meigs in 1817, when 
the Anishinaabeg - the Three Fires Confederacy of the Ojibwe, Odawa, and Potawatomi - 
along with their neighbors, the Seneca, Delaware, Shawnee, and Wyandot nations ceded 
portions of their land so that their children could be educated. 

Through these words of acknowledgement, their ancestral, traditional, and contemporary 
ties to this land and the founding of the University are renewed and reaffirmed.

Generations of Resilience
The theme of the 2020 Asian/Pacific Islander (A/PI) Graduation Celebration is 
Generations of Resilience. While this year's celebration could not happen on campus or 
in-person, we celebrate our graduates nonetheless, commending the strength and resilience 
they have demonstrated in completing the final stretch of their studies during a global crisis. 
Resilience takes many forms—in individual acts and collective action, through care for 
oneself and others, in the preservation and sharing of cultural traditions, language, and 
food.

Generations of Resilience signals honoring the past and gazing toward the future. As our 
graduates look back on their collective histories and the generations that came before, they 
take a step forward knowing that they have the resilience to overcome any difficulties they 
encounter. We congratulate the newest cohort of A/PI graduates of the University of 
Michigan as they pave the way into the new decade with a foundation built from the 
generations before them.



Table of Contents
Welcome…………………………………………..

Message to the Community………………………..

Group Pictures…………………………………….

Words of Encouragement……………………….....

Group Pictures…………………………………….

Bachelor’s………………………………………....

Master’s…………………………………………...

Doctorate.…………………………………………

Group Pictures…………………………………….

Words of Wisdom…………………………………

Meet the Team…………………………………….

A/PIA Heritage Month Feature………………….....

Special Thanks……………………………………

Regents and Statements…………………………...

4

6

8

10

16

18

34

38

40

42

44

46

47

48



Vice Provost for Equity and Inclusion, Chief Diversity Officer
Rob Sellers

Greetings, 

It is with great pleasure that I congratulate our Asian/Pacific 
Islander student graduates.

This annual celebration highlights the accomplishments and the 
cultural significance of our Asian/Pacific Islander communities 
while inspiring future students to reach their goals.

As we honor this extraordinary graduating class, I am enthusiastic 
for the opportunities that await them and am hopeful they will 
always remember that this university - their university, is better 
for having them as students.

As we commemorate this milestone, I am confident that this class possesses the skills and determination to 
overcome the challenges that await them in our greater world. 

Although this is an exciting time for many of our students, graduation can also be bittersweet. It is a time 
when nostalgic feelings are met with the excitement of new opportunities. 

While graduation often signifies the conclusion of a long journey, the root of the word commencement is 
not to end, but to begin.  

Please join me in congratulating the class of 2020 and their families for their outstanding accomplishments.

Sincerely, 
 

Robert M. Sellers
Vice Provost for Equity and Inclusion
Chief Diversity Officer

Welcome



Interim Vice President for Student Life

Wolverines, congratulations on your graduation! 

Today, we celebrate not just this moment, but the countless 
moments, big and small, that have brought you to now. The late 
nights of studying, the pin-drop silence of tough exams, your 
active engagement in perhaps one of our 1,400 student 
organizations, your contribution to this educational community, 
and the laughter and giddiness of meeting friends on the Diag... 

There have been times of joy, and times of heartache. But 
throughout all the ups and downs, you have never let your 
circumstances define who you would become. Instead, you have 
persevered in the face of uncertainty. You have made Michigan 
your home. You have invested in helping others feel part of the

UM community. And today, you have joined a community of over 500,000 alumni, alumni who will 
continue to support and uplift you on your journey. 

You might feel just as nervous as you feel excited about your next steps. You might wonder if the choices 
you're making as you graduate are truly leading you onward and upward. What is the right path? What is 
the right choice? 

Let me tell you a secret. There are no wrong turns, only unexpected paths. Just as you have defined 
"Leaders & Best" in your own special way during your educational journey with us, you will also make this 
next leg of your journey the right one for you. Remember that your path is yours, not anyone else's. Make 
it your own. Embrace the questions that you ask deep in your heart. Do not fear the answers, but trust in 
yourself. You are wiser and stronger than you know. 

You are a Victor, after all. 

I once heard an interesting story about our Fight Song. "The Victors" is the only fight song that does not 
exhort the team to win, fight harder, or decimate an opponent. It does something much better; it actually 
congratulates and celebrates the win already achieved. It celebrates the Victors—Victors like you. 

Your graduation is a victory, as is each and every moment that has led you to now. And as you go forth and 
continue to triumph, doing great things and good things, remember that you are not alone. We will still be 
here, cheering you on. Always welcoming you back. No matter where you go, here at the University of 
Michigan, there will always be a place for you. 

Hail to the Victors, valiant!

Welcome

Simone Taylor



Message to the Community

Principal of Washtenaw International High School and Middle Academy

Nhu Do is Principal of Washtenaw International High School 
(WIHI) and Middle Academy (WIMA), a public International 
Baccalaureate (IB) school located in Ypsilanti, Michigan, serving 
students in Washtenaw and surrounding counties.  With over 
eighteen years of educational experience and thirteen years of IB 
teaching and leadership experience, she works in partnership with 
students, staff, families, and community leaders to challenge students 
to think critically, work collaboratively, and lead compassionately 
with equity and inclusion at the forefront.   

As a first generation immigrant who's family escaped Vietnam by 
boat in 1979, Nhu is deeply committed to promoting equity in 
education to ensure all students, especially those who are 
marginalized, have access to a myriad of opportunities to meet their 

full potential as knowledgeable, inquiring, and reflective world citizens, learners, and leaders.  She grew up in 
Toronto, Canada, earned her Bachelor's degree at Dalhousie University and York University, and earned 
her Master's degree at Eastern Michigan University in Educational Leadership.     

Through the rigorous and reputable IB program, WIHI and WIMA prepare students for success in college 
and beyond. In five short years, the students and staff have much to celebrate, including the #1 ranking for 
ACT and college readiness in Washtenaw county and #3 ranking in the state of Michigan. Even more 
important is the supportive and collaborative culture of learning that students, families, and staff have 
earnestly cultivated at WIHI and WIMA. Nhu works diligently in collaboration with the staff to create a 
school where hope, creativity, innovation, and curiosity grow in abundance. Students thrive in WIHI and 
WIMA's culture of rigor because they know the staff genuinely care about their well being and are deeply 
invested in their development as life-long learners.  Nhu is proud to be part of a community making a 
meaningful difference in the lives of young learners and leaders who are making the world a more peaceful, 
empathetic, and inclusive place for all.

Nhu Do



Message to the Community

Dear Asian/Pacific Islander Class of 2020 at University of Michigan, 

Congratulations on all you have accomplished here at U of M!  I am honored to share a few words of 
celebration with you as one chapter of your journey comes to an end and another begins.  I hope you 
count as part of your accomplishments, surviving the challenges and hardships of graduating during a 
pandemic.  No matter how you've been impacted, this global health crisis has challenged all of us, 
especially you, to re-evaluate what really matters; what is our purpose? Well, let me help: What matters 
most, particularly in this moment, is how we can help each other; how can we make our world a little 
more compassionate and connected?  

As students of color, specifically Asian/Pacific Islanders, you have the unique and valuable skills of 
navigating two or more cultures; some of you have experience as translators for parents; all of you 
have gained the resilience and dedication needed to succeed in a complex and ever changing world.  
You have already proven to be successful with your ability to persist in the face of adversity and I have 
no doubt you will continue to thrive and succeed in all your endeavors given all that you have 
accomplished.  I am so proud of each of you, am happy to serve as a mentor, and wish you all the best!

Congratulations on your graduation!  May you continue to rise in the face of adversity and reach your 
full and exceptional potential.  

With love,
Nhu 
nhudo@wihi.org  







Syed Ali
South Asian Language Program Director; Director of Language Studies-ALC
Department of Asian Languages and Cultures

Edward Ginsberg Center

Office of Multi-Ethnic Student Affairs

Neeraja Aravamudan
Associate Director for Teaching & Research

Director

Assistant Professor of Asian/Pacific Islander American Studies
Department of American Culture

Melissa Borja

सैय्यद अली /  

Nadia Bazzy

Words of Encouragement

“Congratulations Class of 2020 on your wonderful achievements!!! Go Blue!!!”

“Be kind to yourself. Trust your instincts. Look for allies and supporters no matter where you 
go--they are there waiting to help you along your journey.”

“The learning never ends, it's just getting started! Congratulations on your accomplishment and 
Forever Go Blue!”

“Class of 2020, I’m so proud of your many accomplishments, and I’m grateful to have been part of 
your journey at the University of Michigan. As you look to the future, my greatest hope for you is 
this: that you will be able to serve our community doing meaningful work—work that gives you 
great bliss, at the same time that it attends to the world’s deepest hurts.”

 நீர்ஜா



Mark Chung Kwan Fan
Assistant Director for Engagement
Spectrum Center

Deirdre de la Cruz
Professor of Southeast Asian Studies;  Associate Professor of History
Department of Asian Languages and Cultures; Department of History

Assistant Professor of Asian/Pacific Islander American Studies
Department of American Culture

Glenda Dickerson Collegiate Professor of Women's Studies
Department of Women’s Studies

Leela Fernandes

Manan Desai

Words of Encouragement

“While looking out and caring for each other, sometimes our own families, colleagues, and 
surroundings can have high expectations and be harsh in communicating them. Practice self-
compassion as it relates to your own expectations and not others'. Be kind of yourself and realistic 
on what you want to achieve in short- and long-term timeframes.”

“Congratulations, Class of 2020!  I wish you the best of luck as you embark on this new journey.  I 
hope you continue to seek out work that is meaningful to you and to your communities, no matter if 
the path towards those goals seem difficult or uncertain.  You will be able to do it, if you just trust 
yourself, the work, and the process.”

“Congratulations on your tremendous achievement. You will now be the new leaders helping our 
world to navigate many uncertainties and using these uncertainties as an opportunity to make a 
better world.”

“Dear Class of 2020, I know these are tough times, and circumstances seem precarious. But your 
graduation is a tremendous achievement, and your choice to do A/PI Studies speaks volumes about 
your dedication to a just future for yourselves and for our communities. Keep fighting the good fight, 
no matter what you do. The world needs your vision and leadership! 
In solidarity always,

Professor de la Cruz”



Roland Hwang
Lecturer of Asian/Pacific Islander American Studies
Department of American Culture

Mary Lai Rose
Program Manager
Office of Diversity, Equity & Inclusion

Lecturer IV of Asian/Pacific Islander American Studies
Department of Womenʻs Studies; Department of American Culture

Associate Director
Michigan Research and Discovery Scholars

Amanda Loh

Emily Lawsin Tita/Auntie Emily

Words of Encouragement

“Take time to reflect on what you learned and your experiences while you were here on campus.  It 
is your perspective, your unique A/PI lens, as you go forth.  Congratulations!”

“Here's to an unforgettable University of Michigan experience! Congratulations, c/o 2020!”

(Excerpt from a poem by Emily P. Lawsin, for the Class of 2020)

See Instagram for the full poem: @emilylawsin

Maraming Salamat/Many Thanks for 
showing up, for decorating my door, and 
for all your support and solidarity, 
especially in the movement for Asian/
Pacific Islander American Studies. Mahal, 
Mabuhay, & Makibaka!”

"...When this ends,
may we find
that we have become
more like the people

"Never forget 
How you stood up or spoke up in class, on campus, in 
The Michigan Daily. . .
And refused to be silenced or used by those in power.
Never forget. . .
How you are survivors who came of age during this 
quarantine. . .

we wanted to be
we were called to be
we hoped to be
and may we stay

that way--better
for each other
because of the worst."
--Excerpted from Laura Kelly Fanucci.

“No matter where you end up, find (or build) your community. They will be there to support you 
through the tough times and celebrate with you during the good times. Best of luck, class of 2020!”



Ram Mahalingam
Barger Leadership Institute Professor
Department of Psychology

Ellen Meader
Assistant Vice Provost
Office of Diversity, Equity & Inclusion

Professor of English Language and Literature
Department of English Language and Literature

இராமசாமி 

Supriya Nair

Words of Encouragement

“Congratulations A/PI class of 2020! I wish you an insightful future filled with joy, dignity, 
compassion, and kindness. 

கருணையும,் அன்பும், கண்ணியமும் நிறைந்த வாழ்க்கை உங்களுக்கு அமைய என் 
அன்பான வாழ்த்துக்கள!்”

“Congratulations on reaching this major milestone in your life! You all have achieved so much in the 
short time you've been at UM. While we are unable to be together physically to celebrate your 
accomplishments, please know that our spirits will be forever connected. Remember: “Everything has 
beauty, but not everyone sees it.” -Confucius and “Wheresoever you go, go with all your heart.” 
Chinese Proverb”

“Your resolve, patience, courage, and hope in these tough conditions will be lifetime achievements. 
Congratulations on your graduation.”

陳愛倫



Ian Shin
Assistant Professor of History; Assistant Professor of American Culture
Department of History; Department of American Culture

Marie Ting
Associate Director
National Center for Institutional Diversity

Director of Asian/Pacific Islander American Studies Program
Department of American Culture; Department of History

Hitomi  Tonomura

Words of Encouragement

“Congratulations, A/PI graduates! I want to acknowledge that, for many of you, this time of 
celebration may also be tinged with sadness and apprehension. Nevertheless, I know that the 
resilience, courage, and grace you’ve shown in your time at Michigan—but especially the last few 
months—will bring you future success. Remember to take care of each other, for we all get by with a 
little help from our friends.”

“Asian American activist Yuri Kochiyama said: "our ultimate objective in learning about anything is 
to try to create and develop a more just society."  Graduates, my hope is that each day, you will seek 
ways to practice justice and to love mercy.  Congratulations class of 2020!!”

“Here's to our graduates
Who achieved so much
Through semesters that came and went
Times of glory and times of regrets
Carving memories sweet and unforgettable
You have shone bright lights 
That pierced through the Michigan sky

 Illuminating your impassioned courage
that marshalled your resolve to forge ahead
and meet future challenges and new endeavors 
Your friends, teachers, and comrades-in-arms
Will be with you wherever you are
Forget not, your years at UM
Alma Mater proudly celebrates your name and 
legacy”

冼健義



chee ia yang
Supervising Program Manager
Office of Multi-Ethnic Student Affairs

Director of Computing
School of Information 

Research Associate
Office of Academic Multicultural Initiatives

Chelsea Zhang

Words of Encouragement

“Trust yourself. 
Do what fulfills you. 
Find your people. 
Create and strengthen your relationships.”

“I am impressed with the talent, strength and grace of the members of the graduating class I have 
met.  Persevere, stay focused and Go Blue!”

“Be a warrior. Keep going.”

ci iab yaj 

T  Charles Yun. 윤동영 







Bachelors‘



Sunanda  Adibhatla
College of Literature, Science, and the Arts; Biology, Health, and Society; Economics

Jeanette Ahn
College of Literature, Science, and the Arts; History of Art

Jean  Ansley Ang
School of Nursing;  Nursing

“Thank you to this amazing community for helping me explore my Filipino culture and giving 
me a home away from home! Mahal kita!”

College of Literature, Science, and the Arts;  Sociology of Health & Medicine

 জুমাKhadiza Begum

안 재경

College of Literature, Science, and the Arts;  Sociology

杜園琴Olivia Brickley

“Change da world
my final message... Goodbye”

August 2020 Graduate



Steffi Cao
College of Literature, Science, and the Arts; Communication Studies

Edward Cheng
Stephen M. Ross School of Business; Business Administration

College of Literature, Science, and the Arts;  Biomolecular Science; Spanish

朱字行Cindy Chu

程爱德

School of Public Health;  Public Health
Zahra Dawson

曹凯伦

“Thank you to everyone in the A/PI community that’s helped me learn, grow, and flourish! I 
really met some of the most amazing people here and I’m so excited to see all the fantastic 
things you accomplish. #ForeverGoBlue”

December 2019 Graduate

Vinita Chaudhary
Stephen M. Ross School of Business;  Business Administration



Rumi Deb
College of Literature, Science, and the Arts; Molecular, Cellular, and Developmental Biology 

Sansara Deshpande
School of Kinesiology; Movement Science

Michelle Fan
Stephen M. Ross School of Business;  Business Administration

“Thank you for creating a welcoming community at the University of Michigan! The A/PI 
community has been a space for me to grow, and I am grateful for this community, as well as 
for the memories and opportunities it has given me.”

College of Engineering;  Computer Science
Alizeh Fatima

College of Literature, Science, and the Arts;  Biology, Health, and Society

अनुदिताAnudeeta Gautam

রুমি দেব

“College has been such an exciting experience and I'm grateful for all the wonderful people 
that I've met over the past 4 years. The past years I've had the chance to really understand my 
identity and that would not have been possible without everyone that I've come across. I would 
like to acknowledge my মা and বাবা - without my parents, this accomplishment would not have 
been possible. ”

樊安萌



Caitlin Gonzales
College of Engineering; Chemical Engineering

Cathrine Gu
School of Education & School of Music, Theatre & Dance; Music Education; Clarinet Performance

Halima Haque
College of Literature, Science, and the Arts; Biopsychology, Cognition, and Neuroscience

Wen Hoong Ling
College of Literature, Science, and the Arts & School of Information;  Economics; Information

林文宏

College of Literature, Science, and the Arts;  Communications and Media Studies
Miri Hoshino

“Congratulations to my fellow 2020 graduates!”

星野実里

顾凯迪



Don Hua
College of Engineering; Biomedical Engineering

Samantha Ilagan
College of Literature, Science, and the Arts; Political Science; Spanish; International Studies

Sarah Jacob
College of Literature, Science, and the Arts; 
International Studies; Biopsychology, Cognition, and Neuroscience 

“I am so proud to be amongst such unique and ambitious students as the class of 2020.”

College of Literature, Science, and the Arts;  Biopsychology, Cognition, and Neuroscience
Sree Jambunathan

Stephen M. Ross School of Business & College of Literature, Science, and the Arts;  
Business Administration; Mathematics of Finance

Vijita Kamath

“Thank you for making my final year at UMich an absolute joyride! Through all the obstacles 
and adversities, we have made huge strides to be on top. I can't wait to see all the great things 
you all do! Go conquer the world!”



Monica Kim
College of Literature, Science, and the Arts; English

Sophia Kim
College of Literature, Science, and the Arts; Political Science; History of Art

Sanjana Kolisetty
College of Literature, Science, and the Arts;  Computer Science

College of Literature, Science, and the Arts;  Biopsychology, Cognition, and Neuroscience
Zarin Kothari

김희리

College of Literature, Science, and the Arts;  History; International Studies
Medha Krishen

예주

“Congrats, fellow grads! I'm sorry we have to graduate under these circumstances, especially 
as our communities struggle. But I'm inspired by our resilience and strength and am proud to 
graduate with all of you.”

“Despite the tough times, we've stepped up. The surrounding communities, from mutual aid funds to 
small business relief, have stepped up to help out those that are in need and continue to do so to this 
minute. We've stepped up in support for friends, family, and even strangers. Let's continue to fight — 
let's step up and speak up for us and our community. Happy graduation, and best of luck to everyone in 
the A/PI community!”



Aditi Krishnan
College of Engineering; Computer Science

Sophee Langerman
College of Literature, Science, and the Arts; Anthropology

Tommy Lau
College of Literature, Science, and the Arts;  Biomolecular Science

College of Literature, Science, and the Arts;  Sociology

이하늘James Lee

劉峻霖

School of Public Health;  Public Health Sciences

이하나Josie Lee



Laura Lee
School of Kinesiology; Movement Science

Youna Lee
College of Literature, Science, and the Arts; Women’s Studies

Rosanna Li
Stephen M. Ross School of Business & School of Kinesiology;  
Business Administration; Sports Management

College of Literature, Science, and the Arts;  Political Science
Cindy Lin

이유나

College of Literature, Science, and the Arts;  Neuroscience
Xionan Ma

李桂苹

李慧枚

“Congrats and good luck to everyone!!”

林嘉玲

马潇南

“一切都是最好的安排!”



Janine Meng
College of Literature, Science, and the Arts; Economics

Nurul Suhaila Mohd Yunus
College of Literature, Science, and the Arts; International Studies; Asian Studies

Benjamin Moy
College of Literature, Science, and the Arts;  Molecular, Cellular, and Developmental Biology

College of Literature, Science, and the Arts; Economics; Communications

野村かれんKaren Nomura

梅捷奕

College of Literature, Science, and the Arts;  Mathematics
Koichi Omura Anderson

“We all did a fantastic job despite what is happening right now :) ”

“Life has a funny way of turning out all right ...  すべてうまくいくよ！”

“Like many of you, I am proud to be a part of an immigrant family. I am forever grateful for the 
struggles and obstacles that my parents, grandparents, and great-grandparents overcame to support 
my academic and professional pursuits. On this special occasion, let us all renew our vows to 
remember the stories of our families, cherish their virtues, and live up to the measure of their 
sacrifices. Go Blue!”

孟玉婕



Natsume Ono
Taubman College of Architecture & Urban Planning; Architecture

Akari Oya
College of Literature, Science, and the Arts; Psychology

Marilyn Padua
College of Engineering;  Chemical Engineering

College of Literature, Science, and the Arts;  Sociology
Hayoung Park

College of Literature, Science, and the Arts;  Biomolecular Science
Pragathi Pathanjeli

“Thank you to my fellow A/PI peers and the Japanese Student Association for providing such a great 
community. It's been a blast!”

“Four years of laughter, tears, and late nights studying at the UGLI are finally coming to an end. It’s 
crazy to think how quickly this chapter of our life has ended, and although it’s not the ending we all 
wanted, the memories and friends we’ve made these past four years are irreplaceable. Congratulations 
to the class of 2020 and forever go blue!”

“Congratulations Class of 2020! You have worked so hard for this and should be very proud of what 
you’ve been able to accomplish.”

박하영



Pooja Polamarasetti
College of Literature, Science, and the Arts; Biomolecular Science

Nithya Ramesh
Stephen M. Ross School of Business; Business Administration

Holly Reynolds
College of Literature, Science, and the Arts;  American Culture; Biomolecular Science 

College of Literature, Science, and the Arts; Political Science
Aditya Ronanki

College of Literature, Science, and the Arts;  Psychology
Thea Santiago

“I chose the University of Michigan because of the community I knew I would find here: diverse 
students working toward their individually diverse goals. Along the way, we've found we have some 
similarities, too. I can't thank enough everyone I've met here and everyone who's made an impact on 
me. Thank you Michigan and congratulations Class of 2020!”

“Stay inside, go blue!”

“I am proud to be a part of the A/PI community! Filipino Pride! ♡”



Nur Sarah Shuhaizan
College of Literature, Science, and the Arts; Economics; Psychology

Shriya Sinha
College of Literature, Science, and the Arts; Physics

Sabrina Subramanian
College of Literature, Science, and the Arts;  Communication and Media

College of Engineering & College of Literature, Science, and the Arts;
Chemical Engineering, Chemistry 

Jonathan Sun

College of Literature, Science, and the Arts;  Biochemistry
Colleen Tacubao

“I know this isn't what we planned for but perhaps there is something better waiting for all of 
us ahead. Things always seem bleak in the moment until we look back.”

“I am extremely grateful for the rich experiences that I have had during my time as a student. 
There are so many amazing people I have met that have impacted me in their own unique way. 
I will miss the campus and the people dearly. I now know what people mean when they say 
“college will be the best four years of your life!””

 孫偉恩



Lauren Ayako Tischler
School for Environment and Sustainability & College of Literature, Science, and the Arts; 
Program in the Environment; Economics

Dawn Wang
College of Engineering; Materials Science & Engineering

Nicole Wang
College of Engineering;  Materials Science & Engineering

College of Literature, Science, and the Arts; Data Science; Economics

王晓君Xiaojun Wang

劉峻霖

College of Literature, Science, and the Arts;  Political Science
Julia Whang

“Although it wasn't the graduation we expected, I am honored to be a part of an A/PI graduating class 
in such a time. Moving forward, I hope that each of us will take the time to communicate our stories 
with those around us and remember the strength of empathy from 2020.”

坂口·文子

王越



J Whitaker
Penny W. Stamps School of Art & Design; Fine Arts

Kay Wright
Taubman College of Architecture & Urban Planning; Architecture

Di Xie
College of Literature, Science, and the Arts; Neuroscience

Penny W. Stamps School of Art & Design; Graphic Design
Lena Yang

ライト慧

College of Literature, Science, and the Arts; Sociology
Rebecca Yin

“The true value of the University of Michigan is the student body. What made me stay and commit to 
another 4 years at the dental school is the amazing people here. You are the leaders and the bright 
minds that I have the pleasure of calling my friends and colleagues. Society better watch out because 
we are coming in full force.”

谢蒂

 楊莉娜

殷佳



Connie You
Stephen M. Ross School of Business; Business Administration

Winnie Yuen
College of Literature, Science, and the Arts; Biopsychology, Cognition, & Neuroscience

Vickie Zhang
College of Literature, Science, and the Arts;  Political Science

卓枫Wendy Zhuo

“Congrats everyone! It has truly been a memorable ride these past few years. Though things did not 
end as we expected, I hope that whatever happens in the future, people will be able to remember the 
good times.”

尤康妮

袁慧贤

Taubman College of Architecture & Urban Planning; Architecture



Masters‘



Nan Chen
Stephen M. Ross School of Business; Accounting

Tim Chen
School of Education; Educational Studies with Secondary Teacher Certification

Manpreet Kaur
School of Social Work; Social Work

School of Education; Educational Studies with Elementary Teacher Certification
Dipti Kukade

陈志强

“I did it for my my parents who traveled worlds, who crafted me with desperation, fear, hope and 
love. I did it for my community that has fought for generations to be prideful in their identities and 
to use seva as a way to connect to others within selfless practice. I did it for the women in my 
community so that one day they could dream. I did it for my niece so that when her uneven steps 
become sturdy she too can dream and run beyond what's been done by people like me. I did it for 
myself, so that my words and actions will not add to the silence, so that my actions will uplift 
generations to come. I did it for all us.”

“I want to thank my family, my friends, and all of those who supported me along this journey. If not 
for you all, I simply would not be here.”

ਮਨਪ੍ਰੀਤ ਕੌਰ ਸੰਧੌਰ

陈楠

August 2020 Graduate



Hui Hu
Stephen M. Ross School of Business; Business Administration

Mawa Mustafa
Stephen M. Ross School of Business; Business Administration

Julie Singh
Gerald R. Ford School of Public Policy; Public Policy

School of Public Health; Health Services Administration
Nikita Ramachandran

মাওয়া

“Tough times never last, tough people do.”

胡慧



Atsushi Suehiro
School of Public Policy; Public Policy

Tiffany Tsang
Stephen M. Ross School of Business; Accounting

Runqiu Xu
College of Literature, Science, and the Arts & Rackham School of Graduate Studies 
General Mathematics

“Thank you for all I got to know. I could not appreciate more. I look forward to seeing you in Japan 
or any other countries!!”

徐润秋

末廣　篤史

December 2019 Graduate



Doctorate



Chinbo Chong
College of Literature, Science, and the Arts; 
Doctor of Philosophy in Political Science

Debra Hsieh
School of Nursing; 
Doctor of Nursing Practice, Acute Care Pediatric Nurse Practitioner

School of Nursing; 
Doctor of Nursing Practice, Acute Care Pediatric Nurse Practitioner

School of Public Health; 
Doctor of Philosophy in Health Services Organization and Policy

Sasha Zhou

정진보

Shu   Heng Wang- 王舒姮

周静莎







Words of Wisdom

- Rosanna Li

Never be 
ashamed of your 

heritage

- Winnie Yuen

Do what you are passionate 
about, don't look at what your 

peers are doing

- Zahra Dawson

Take advantage of all the resources UofM has to offer! 
There’s so many things out there, from the Career Fair to 
the Cupboard, so make sure you keep your eyes peeled! 

- Sansara Deshpande

Take advantage of 
every opportunity 
you can because 
college goes by 
WAY too fast!

- Di Xie

It will take an army to get through college. These people are the ones who pick you 
up, dust you off, give you a reality check, and tend the fire that keeps you motivated. 
Do not forget to invest in these relationships, but be picky and give your time wisely 

because your time is precious. Only give it to those who are deserving.  

- Xiaonan Ma

We've got to be very 
generous with each 

other and ourselves in 
difficult times.

- Sunanda Adibhatla

Don't say
“next time”- Medha Krishen

“Those who t ry, 
never lose.” 

- J Whitaker

Have fun and keep 
playing . Be a k id . 



Words of Wisdom

- Cathrine Gu

Love your differences! Be 
loud and obnoxious. Don't 
be af raid to standup fo r 

yourself and others

- Laura Lee

Always remember, health and happiness first, then everything else. It shouldn't 
take a pandemic to remind us what's important in life. Live YOUR life; whatever 

it turns out to be, you are the only person who has to deal with it fully.

- Monica Kim

Don't be afraid to step out of your comfort 
zone and reconnect with your culture or 

engage with other cultures. - Don Hua

Treat every day like it's your 
last one in Ann Arbor. Cherish 
the present, and make the most 
of your time at UMich. There's 
no such thing as a nothing day!

- Edward Cheng

Don't be af raid to 
fol low your passion!

- Sasha Zhou

The academy's values 
do not need to be 
YOUR  values.

- Nurul Suhaila Mohd Yunus

Just don't ever give 
up and always believe 

in youreself. 

- Anudeeta Gautam

Don't let your past 
define you; lead 

life with resiliency.

Take classes that you're 
genuinely interested in or 
curious about. You might 
find a new passion or a 

new career path, and even 
if you don't, you've still 

learned about something 
that you wanted to learn 

about!
- Michelle Fan



The A/PI Graduation Celebration Committee is made up of involved students and a staff member from the Office of 
Academic Multicultural Initiatives. Following the change in U-M graduation plans, the committee met virtually to 
determine a way to honor graduating Asian/Pacific Islander and Asian/Pacific Islander American students. 

The committee works together on several aspects of the celebration, including the theme, keynote speaker, marketing and 
publicity, graphic design and booklets, and community involvement. If you are interested in joining the committee in the 
future, please contact Chandani Wiersba (cwiersba@umich.edu). 

Meet the Team

Tiffany Lee,  李少玲, Class of 2021 

The part I value most about being on the graduation committee is having the 
opportunity to honor graduates for their accomplishments. For the past few years, 
it has given me the most rewarding feeling to know that I can support the A/PIA 
community and recognize the diligence and resilience it takes to pursue higher 
education. I greatly enjoyed putting together the viewbook to acknowledge the 
lasting impact that each individual made at U of M, and the impacts that each of 
them will continue to make in the world.

Sarah Morgan, Class of 2022
 
My favorite part about being on the graduation committee was putting together this 
celebration view book to highlight the many achievements of this year’s graduates 
so that they will be able to look back and cherish the memories that were made 
during their time at Michigan!

Karen Nguyen, Class of 2023 

I wasn’t sure what to expect when I first joined the graduation committee, but I am 
so grateful that I did. I have truly enjoyed getting to put together such a wonderful 
ceremony that celebrates the achievements of A/PI students. I’ve also loved getting 
to know my fellow committee members as well as the members of other celebration 
committees and the OAMI staff.



Special thanks to Cindy Lin (Class of 2020), Dim Mang (Class of 2020), and Esther Park 
(Class of 2023) for their involvement in the planning of the 2020 Asian/Pacific Islander 

Graduation Celebration.

Meet the Team

Yu-Chian Tsai,  蔡語謙, Class of 2021 

I love the feeling of being part of something significant and meaningful, and I 
am thankful for having this opportunity to celebrate our graduates for their 
accomplishments under an occasion that honors their cultural identity.

Chandani Wiersba, चाँदनी, 
My favorite part about chairing the committee was getting to work with such a 
dedicated, thoughtful, and fun group of students! I hope that our work, along with 
the work of other A/PIA initiatives and folks at the U of M, will help our graduates 
feel honored and special.

Winnie Yuen, Class of 2020 

I really enjoyed working with the rest of the committee and getting to know everyone. 
I took this opportunity as a way to be more involved within the A/PIA community and 
experience something new during my last year of college. 

Program Coordinator, Office of 
Academic Multicultural Initiatives



Asian/Pacific Islander American Heritage Month (A/PIA Heritage Month) is a university-wide celebration of Asian/Pacific 
Islander American heritage. While the month is federally recognized in May, the Office of Multi-Ethnic Student Affairs 
(MESA) and the United Asian American Student Organizations (UAAO) celebrate the month from mid-March to 
mid-April, with a diverse range of events that honor A/PIA history, heritage, community, and identities.

The official month of recognition is known as Asian American Pacific Islander Heritage Month (previously, Asian/Pacific 
American Heritage Month). While Native Hawaiians are not explicitly mentioned in the federal month’s name, many 
nationwide and local organizations have built coalitions across the Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander 
communities in the U.S. in order to advance collective welfare. For those interested in learning more about the federal 
recognition of Asian Americans, Native Hawaiians, and Pacific Islanders (abbreviated in a myriad of ways, such as AAPI, 
A/PIA, and AANHPI), you can visit the federal website here: https://asianpacificheritage.gov/about/. 

From left to right: Top: Kei Kohmoto, James Lee, Anahera Nin, Manasi Sharma, Johnathon Huynh 
Middle: Tiffany Tseng, Victoria Minka, Dim Mang, Anna Dang Bottom: Angel Li, Youna Lee, Anooshka 
Gupta Not pictured: chee ia yang (Supervising Program Manager), Leslie Tetteh (Graduate Intern)

A/PIA Heritage Month 2020: March 9th - April 27th

A ⁄ PI A  Heritage Month Feature



Special  Thanks
Joseph Goddeeris
Marketing Coordinator & Success Coach, Office of Academic Multicultural Initiatives

Cari Neubrand
Multimedia Coordinator, Office of Diversity, Equity & Inclusion

Marie Ting
Associate Director, National Center for Institutional Diversity

chee ia yang
Supervising Program Manager, Office of Multi-Ethnic Student Affairs

Staff of the Office of Academic Multicultural Initiatives
Sharon Burch, Assistant Director
Mai Eltahir, Program Coordinator & Success Coach
Angela Espinosa-Gould, Administrative Assistant
Hector Galvan, Program Coordinator & Success Coach
Grant Grimard, Research Associate
Joseph Goddeeris, Marketing Coordinator & Success Coach
Lumas Helaire, Associate Director
Alan Hernandez-Solis, Success Coach
Adan Hussain, First Generation Project Manager
Carole Lapidos, Program Manager & Success Coach
James Logan, Program Coordinator & Success Coach
Gloria Derr Taylor, Director
Gregory Thomas, Program Manager & Success Coach
Chandani Wiersba, Program Coordinator & Success Coach
Christine Wylie, Assistant Director
Chelsea Zhang, Research Associate



The University of Michigan, as an equal opportunity/affirmative action employer, complies with all 
applicable federal and state laws regarding nondiscrimination and affirmative action, including Title 
IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973. The 
University of Michigan is committed to a policy of nondiscrimination and equal opportunity for all 
persons regardless of race, sex, color, religion, creed, national origin or ancestry, age, marital status, 
sexual orientation, disability, or Vietnam-era veteran status in employment, educational programs 
and activities, and admissions. Inquiries or complaints may be addressed to the Senior Director for 
Institutional Equity and Title IX/Section 504 Coordinator, Office for Institutional Equity, 2072 
Administrative Services Building, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48109-1432, 734-763-0235, TTY 
734-647-1388. For other University of Michigan information call 734-764-1817.

Statement of Freedom of Speech and Artistic Expression
The University of Michigan strives to create an open form in which diverse opinions can be 
expressed and heard. Members of the University community, speakers, artists, and other invited 
guests have a right to express their views and opinions, and the University will protect that right.  
The University also supports the rights of those with differing views to express their opinions. In the 
interest of protecting these rights for all, University representatives may warn anyone unduly 
interfering with a speaker of performer's freedom of expression, and if the warnings are not heeded, 
may remove those individuals from the building. The policy extends and affirms University policies 
set forth by our Civil Liberties Board in our Student Handbook; and in the U-M Standard Practice 
Guide; Regents Ordinance Article XII, Section 1; and state statutes.

Jordan B. Acker, Huntington Woods
Michael J. Behm, Grand Blanc
Mark J. Bernstein, Ann Arbor
Paul W. Brown, Northern Michigan
Shauna Ryder Diggs, Grosse Pointe

Denise Ilitch, Bingham Farms
Ron Weiser, Ann Arbor
Katherine E. White, Ann Arbor
Mark S. Schlissel (ex officio)

Statement of Affirmative Action

The University of Michigan Board of Regents
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The Asian/Pacific Islander Graduation Celebration is coordinated by 
The Office of Academic Multicultural Initiatives

A unit in the Office of Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion


