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Robert Sellers

VICE PROVOST FOR EQUITY AND INCLUSION
Aanii,
It is with great pleasure that we recognize the University of
Michigan's annual Native American student celebration.
This ceremony recognizes the significant achievements of
graduating Native American students.
To commemorate this occasion, graduates will receive
Pendleton blankets that feature images or patterns that are
significant to its recipient. These blankets are symbolic in
providing protection, security, and warmth – something
we wish for all of our graduates as they begin the next
chapters in their lives.
As we honor this extraordinary graduating class, I am enthusiastic about the opportunities that await
them. I am confident that they have all the skills, talent, drive, and commitment necessary to overcome
whatever obstacles they may face and to make a real difference in the world. They have endured one of
the most challenging times in memory at the University and the broader society. Nonetheless, they have
not only endured, but they have also overcome.
Make no mistake, the Class of 2021 has made a difference during their time here. We are a better university for having them as students. The University of Michigan will always be their home, and they will
always be welcome.
While graduation often signifies the conclusion of a long journey, the root of the word commencement is
not to end, but to begin. I wish the graduates nothing but success and happiness in their next journey.
Please join me in congratulating the class of 2021 and their families for their outstanding accomplishments.
Miigwetch for celebrating with us!
Sincerely,

Robert M. Sellers
Vice Provost for Equity and Inclusion
Chief Diversity Officer

Martino Harmon
VICE PRESIDENT FOR STUDENT LIFE

Wolverines, congratulations on your graduation!
Wolverines, you never cease to amaze. You spent the past
year striving for academic excellence in the middle of a
pandemic that put life as we know it into lockdown —
and you still came out of it with your head held high and
a shiny new degree from the University of Michigan. That
takes courage. That takes commitment. That takes the
kind of grit and self-love and respect that will serve you
well for the rest of your lives.
To be a Michigan graduate is not just to join the
community of over 500,000 Michigan alumni spread
around the globe — 500,000 friends who are ready to help welcome you into your next chapter. It is
also to embrace the idea that the knowledge and experiences you have earned here are a gift to be used.
Your talents, dreams, and aspirations, along with the book-learning and real world practicums that you
have seized all along here on campus, are not meant to be hoarded, but shared.
Go out and do great things with what you have learned. Do them well, with integrity and joy in the
honest work of it. Carry with you the sense of self-assurance that even a pandemic could not stop you
from chasing your dreams. You have overcome sleepless nights of studying for finals, the sweaty-palms
feeling of just before a thesis defense, and so many other challenges, big and small. Whatever the next
chapter of your story brings, I know you can handle it, and make us still here in Ann Arbor so very
proud.
In fact, we are already proud. Your friends, family, and classmates could not be prouder of your
achievements. But I hope you know that the most important opinion in all of this is how you see
yourself. Wolverines, be proud of yourselves. Recognize and celebrate you for all you have done. Have
there been times of self-doubt and struggle for you? I am sure there have. After all, that is what it means
to be human.
You are not alone. I have those moments, too — and I am the vice president for Student Life at "the
greatest university in the world!"as the voice for Darth Vader (James Earl Jones) put it. Every single
other Michigan alum has been through this before you, and as you cross this finish line and set your
eyes on a new horizon, remember that they are excited for you to join them, and we the staff and faculty
at the University of Michigan will always be here to support you, wherever you go.
And, wherever you go — Go Blue!
Congratulations again, Wolverines. We are so proud of you.

Graduates

Mattie Bowen
Comanche/Cherokee Tribe

College of Literature, Science, and the Arts
Physics; Interdisciplinary Astronomy
“NASA has been a huge part of my life since freshman year, including all the
undergraduates, graduate students, faculty, and staﬀ involved. I wouldn't be
who I am without this community, and I can only hope I've been able to give
back even a fraction of the love and support I've received.”

Andrew Cadotte

Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians

Rackham Graduate School
Applied Physics PhD Program

Samara Jackson Tobey
Mâseepee, Wômpanâak

College of Literature, Science, and the Arts
Anthropology; Native American Studies
“Kutâpatôtamawush to my two dearest friends Alphonse Pitawanakwat and
Kayla Gonyon. I will miss your spirit, stories, jokes and wisdom dearly. Thank
you for sharing Anishinaabemowin with all of us. Kuwamonumuw (love you)
Sarah, Becca Lynn, Sierra, Priya, Kaitlyn, Gabi, Mattie, Solomon and Zoi. You all
are TRUE 7th ﬁre ogichidaa/ogichidaa kwe!”

Anji Shakya

Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma

Rackham Graduate School
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology

Virginia Shelifoe
Keweenaw Bay Indian Community
School of Social Work
Interpersonal Practice- Mental Health
“Thank you for pursuing higher education; not only for yourself, your family and
loved ones, but also for our people. <3”

Alexandra Zimmerman
Citizen Potawatomi Nation

College of Engineering
Materials Science and Engineering

Staff & Faculty

Ethriam Brammer

Assistant Dean & DEI Implementation Lead
Rackham Graduate School
“’Liberation is a praxis: the action and reﬂection of men and women upon their
world in order to transform it.’ --Paulo Freire Congratulations, Class of 2021!”

Marilyn Roubidoux
Professor, Radiology
Medical School

“Always remember Michigan. Follow your Dreams. Showing up is 95%.”

Andrea Wilkerson
Program Manager
Oﬃce of Multi-Ethnic Student Aﬀairs

“I encourage you to always listen to your heart and be true to yourself
in all directions life takes you. I hope you continue to ﬁnd joy in sharing
stories and the furry friends you meet along the way!”

To Our Loved Ones...
“I can never thank my family enough for their love and support over the years. I wouldn't be here without you. Thank
you, Mom, Dad, Corey, Shardul, and Sophie. I love you all.”

- Mattie Bowen
“Manut, weet8âmeeh wunahtyâôk tâpuneamunât neesh
n8nununmutyâyôneesh ôs8unumunât neesh uhunukuhqunutyâyôneesh, kah wâwânutam8ôk wâwuhteawunât
peen8amâây, Unâch.” - Samara Jackson Tobey

“Thank you for believing in me when I had doubts, for
pushing me when I needed a push, and for celebrating with
me when it was time to celebrate. I couldn't have made it
this far without you.” - Virginia Shelifoe

Regents and Statements
Huntington Woods
Grand Blanc
 Ann Arbor
  Ann Arbor
 Okemos
  Bingham Farms
  Ann Arbor
   Ann Arbor
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