


1

Aanii, 

It is with great pleasure that I congratulate the Univer-
sity of Michigan’s Native American student graduates. 
This annual celebration recognizes the significant 
achievements of our graduating Native American 
students. 

To commemorate this occasion, graduates will receive 
Pendleton blankets that feature images or patterns 

significant to its recipient. These blankets are symbolic of providing protection, 
security, and warmth—something we wish for all of our graduates as they begin 
the next chapters in their lives.

As we honor this extraordinary graduating class, I am enthusiastic about the 
opportunities that await them. I am confident they have the skills, talent, drive and 
commitment necessary to overcome whatever challenges they may face and to 
make a real difference in the world.  

These students have endured one of the most challenging times in memory at the 
University and the broader society. The resiliency they have demonstrated as a 
result has only made them stronger and better-prepared to meet the challenges that 
await them.  

The Class of 2022 has made a difference during their time here, and we are a 
better university for having them as our students. The University of Michigan will 
always be their home, and they will always be welcome. 

While graduation often signifies the conclusion of an academic journey, the root 
of the word “commencement” is not to end, but to begin. I wish this year’s gradu-
ates nothing but success and happiness in the next phase of their life journey.

Please join me in congratulating the Class of 2022 and their families for their 
outstanding accomplishments.

Miigwetch for celebrating with us! 

Sincerely,
 

Robert M. Sellers
Vice Provost for Equity and Inclusion
Chief Diversity Officer
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Wolverines, congratulations on your graduation! 

Wolverines, you never cease to amaze. You spent the past 
several years striving for academic excellence despite two 
years of a pandemic that put life as we know it into lockdown 
— and yet that has not deterred you from obtaining your 
degree from the University of Michigan. That takes courage. 
That takes commitment. That takes the kind of grit and self-
love and respect that will serve you well for the rest of your 

lives. 

To be a Michigan graduate is not just to join the community of over half a million Michigan 
alumni spread around the globe — half a million friends, colleagues, and mentors who are 
ready to help welcome you into your next chapter. It is also to embrace the idea that the 
knowledge and experiences you have earned here are a gift to be used. Your talents, dreams, 
and aspirations, along with the book-learning and real world practicums that you have 
seized all along here on campus, are not meant to be hoarded, but shared. 

Go out and do great things with what you have learned. Do them well, with integrity and 
joy in the honest work of it. Carry with you the sense of self-assurance that even a pandemic 
could not stop you from chasing your dreams. You have overcome sleepless nights of 
studying for finals, the sweaty-palms feeling of just before a thesis defense, and so many 
other challenges, big and small. Whatever the next chapter of your story brings, I know you 
can handle it, and make us still here in Ann Arbor so very proud. 

In fact, we are already proud. Your friends, family, and classmates could not be prouder of 
your achievements. But I hope you know that the most important opinion in all of this is 
how you see yourself. Wolverines, be proud of yourselves. Recognize and celebrate you for 
all you have done. Have there been times of self-doubt and struggle for you? I am sure there 
have. After all, that is what it means to be human. 

You are not alone. I have those moments, too — and I am the vice president for Student Life 
at “the greatest university in the world!” as the voice for Darth Vader (James Earl Jones) put 
it. Every single other Michigan alum has been through this before you, and as you cross this 
finish line and set your eyes on a new horizon, remember that they are excited for you to 
join them, and we the staff and faculty at the University of Michigan will always be here to 
support you, wherever you go. 

And, wherever you go — Go Blue! 

Congratulations again, Wolverines. We are so proud of you. 

 

Martino Harmon, Ph.D.
Vice President for Student Life
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Welcome 
Zoi Crampton and Solomon Milner

Keynote Speaker 
Dr. Barbara A. Meeks

Honoring of graduates 

Honor Song
Jonathan Fowler 

Closing Remarks
Hector Galvan

Travel Song 
Jonathan Fowler 

Program
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Zoi Crampton
Conservation Biology and Art & Design

Solomon Milner
Dual majoring in Communications and Media  

& English Minoring in Native American Studies

Welcome
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Keynote

Barbra A. Meek, Ph.D.
(she/her; Comanche citizen)

Director, Native American Studies

Dr. Meek is an enrolled member of the Comanche Nation 
and the current director of Native American Studies at U-M.  
Trained as a linguist and anthropologist, her research and 
teaching focus on language endangerment and revitalization, 
child language development, and the role of language 
in representations of indigeneity, ethnicity and race in 
mainstream media.  Throughout her career, she has worked 
with First Nations in the Yukon Territory, Canada to further 
their Indigenous language efforts.  
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Congratulations 
2022

Graduates
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Graduates

Alexandra Blanchard
Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of the Chippewa Indians

A. Alfred Taubman College of Architecture and Urban Planning
Architecture
Bachelor’s

“To my wonderful family,  
I couldn’t have done this without you. I love you!”

Evan Chavez
Navajo Nation

School of Education
Educational Studies/Design and Technology for Learning Across Culture 

and Context
Master’s
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Iris Luna
Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa Indians

College of Literature, Science, and the Arts
BA - Sociology & Social Work

Bachelor’s
“I would like to give a huge thank you to my friends, family and faculty 
members for always believing in me and pushing me through my higher 

educational years. I never would have been able to do it without the 
support of each and every one of you. ”

Bo Shimmin
Pueblo of Acoma

School of Music, Theatre & Dance
Master of Music in Voice Performance

Master’s
“This one is for my mom!  

Love you and miss you everyday.”

Graduates
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Graduates

Lindsey Willow Smith
Sault Ste. Marie Chippewa

College of Literature, Science, and the Arts
History and Museum Studies

Bachelor’s

Jessica VanWinkle
Little River Band of Ottawa Indians

School of Nursing
Doctor of Nursing Practice 

“Miigwetch to my family and friends for all of the support that you have 
given me along this journey!  

I couldn’t have done it without you!”
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Master of Ceremonies

Héctor Galván
Assistant Director

Office of Academic and Multicultural Initiatives

Héctor Galván serves as a Senior Program Manager at the 
Office of Academic Multicultural Initiatives. He earned his 
bachelor’s degree from the University of Michigan and his 
master’s degree in Higher Education from Eastern Michigan 
University. In his role, he oversees various initiatives focused 
on holistic student success. Héctor supports undocumented 
students and works towards creating a more equitable and 
diverse campus community. 
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Planning Committee
2022 Graduation is Coordinated by:

Héctor Galván
Assistant Director

The Office of Academic and Multicultural Initiatives
A Unit of the Office of the Vice Provost for Equity, Inclusion and 

Academic Affairs
3009 Student Activities Building

515 East Jefferson Ann Arbor, Michigan 48109-1316
Phone: (734) 936-1055

The University of Michigan  
Board of Regents

Jordan B. Acker, Huntington Woods
Michael J. Behm, Grand Blanc
Mark J. Bernstein, Ann Arbor

Paul W. Brown, Ann Arbor
Sarah Hubbard, Okemos

Denise Ilitch, Bingham Farms
Ron Weiser, Ann Arbor

Katherine E. White, Ann Arbor
President Mary Sue Coleman, ex officio
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Territorial Acknowledgement
The University of Michigan was founded through the Treaty 
of Fort Meigs in 1817, when the Anishinaabeg - the Three 
Fires Confederacy of the Ojibwe, Odawa, and Potawatomi - 
along with their neighbors, the Seneca, Delaware, Shawnee, 
and Wyandot nations ceded portions of their land so that their 
children could be educated. 

Through these words of acknowledgement, their ancestral, 
traditional, and contemporary ties to this land and the 
founding of the University are renewed and reaffirmed.

Statement of Affirmative Action
The University of Michigan, as an equal opportunity/
affirmative action employer, complies with all applicable 
federal and state laws regarding nondiscrimination and 
affirmative action, including Title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972 and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 
Act of 1973. The University of Michigan is committed to 
a policy of nondiscrimination and equal opportunity for 
all persons regardless of race, sex*, color, religion, creed, 
national origin or ancestry, age, marital status, sexual 
orientation, disability, or Vietnam-era veteran status in 
employment, educational programs and activities, and 
admissions. 

Inquiries or complaints may be addressed to the Senior 
Director for Institutional Equity and Title IX/Section 
504 Coordinator, Office for Institutional Equity, 2072 
Administrative Services Building, Ann Arbor, Michigan 
48109-1432, 734-763-0235, TTY 734-647-1388. For other 
University of Michigan information call 734-764-1817.  
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The Freedom of Expression Statement
Thank you for attending this program. The University of 
Michigan strives to create a truly open forum, one in which 
diverse opinions can be expressed and heard.

It is the right of members of the University community, 
speakers, artists, and other invited guests to express their 
views and opinions at the University. We will protect the 
right of individuals to speak or perform, and the rights of 
those members of the University community who wish to 
hear and communicate with an invited speaker or artist.

Protestors also have a right to express their opposition to a 
speaker in appropriate ways, both within the confines of this 
building and outside the facility. However, protestors must 
not interfere unduly with ocmmunication between a speaker 
or artist and members of the audience. 

If the hosts of this event or University representatives believe 
that protestors are interfereing unduly with  a speaker or 
performer’s freedom of expression, those protestors will be 
warned. If the warnings are not heeded and the interference 
continues, then the individuals responsible may be removed 
from the building. 

We reaffirm these policies in order to most fully protect 
the righs of free expression for speakers, performers, and 
protestors alike, as set forth by our Civil Liberties Board 
in our Studnt Handbook, and in accordance with the U-M 
Standard Practice Guide; Regents’ Ordinance Article XII, 
Section 1; and state statutes. 
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These symbols represent the cultural graduation ceremonies that are coordinated annually 
through the Office of Academic and Multicultural Initiatives (OAMI).

 Top left to right:  
Black Celebratory, Native American Graduation, La Celebracion Latina

Bottom left to right:  
Middle Eastern & North African Celebration, First Generation Graduation,  

Asian & Pacific Islander Graduation

oami.umich.edu



Office of Academic and Multicultural Initiatives


