Equity of Motion
Policy

I. Introduction

A third of Detroit households don't have a vehicle within that entire household, yet Detroit spends a
third of what other cities spend on their transportation. Detroiters puts an average of 20 - 25% of
their income towards paying for a vehicle. Detroit only spend $70 per person per year on
transportation within the city.

II. The Problem

The transportation in Detroit is not equitable with cities not only surrounding it, but cities across the
country. This transportation and security is affecting Detroit’s vulnerable residents which obtain
low income, communities and people of color which are effecting their access to essential services,
such as employment opportunities, education and institutions and health services. Moreover, the
cost of transportation is a significant burden for many Detroit households. This financial strain
exacerbates existing socioeconomic disparities limiting mobility and economic opposites for those
already struggling to make end meet. The lack of efficient and affordable transportation options also
hinders Detroits broader economic recovery and growth by making it unattractive to new potential
residents.

III. Definitions



Transportation The process of moving people or things from one place to
another. This is often done with the use of vehicles but can also
done by walking, jogging, running, etc.

Equity Fair and just distribution of transportation resources and
opportunities, ensuring that all residents, regardless of their
socioeconomic status, race, or geographic location, have access to
reliable and affordable transportation.

Socioeconomic Refers to the social and economic factors that influence an
individual's or community's position within society: factors
include income, education, employment, and access to resources

Low-income Areas where residents are disproportionately affected by
neighborhood inadequate transportation infrastructure, limiting their access to
employment, education, and other essential services.

IV. The History

Henry Ford and Mass Production: The development of the assembly line technique introduced in
1913, made automobiles affordable to the average American. Ford's Model T was a significant
success, with Detroit becoming the epicenter of automobile production.

Post-War Expansion and challenges: Post-World War II, Detroit saw significant infrastructure
growth, including the construction of the interstate highway system. As car ownership surged,
reliance on public transportation dwindled. The Detroit Street Railway system, which had once been
a major part of the city's transit network, faced decline and eventual discontinuation.

Transportation Modernization: The later half of the 20th century brought economic challenges to
Detroit, including industry restructuring and urban decline. In response to economic decline, efforts
were made to modernize transportation infrastructure. This included the development of new

highways, the expansion of Detroit Metro Airport, and attempts to revitalize public transit options.

Economic Shifts: The QLINE streetcar, which began service in 2017, provides a new transit option
along Woodward Avenue. Additionally, there have been ongoing discussions about expanding
regional transit networks. Detroit continues to be at the forefront of automotive innovation, with a

focus on electric vehicles, autonomous driving technology, and smart transportation systems.



V. The Effects

e Limited access to employment and education

e Increased financial strain

e Social isolation and reduced mobility

e Hinder economic growth and development

e Health and well being impacts

e Higher traffic due to increased amount of cars on the road

e Expensive parking

VI. Solutions

Increase spending on public transit. By spending more money on public transit Detroit could add
more bus routes and increase the frequency of buses on existing routes. Invest in expanding bus
routes, frequency, and reliability, particularly in underserved neighborhoods. A higher budget could
also be used to build a subway system. This would allow fast transport across longer distances, and
is much safer and more environmentally friendly than cars.

Involve local residents in the planning and decision-making process to ensure transportation
solutions meet the actual needs of the community. Conduct regular feedback sessions to adjust and
improve services as needed.
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Definitions

Areas where residents are disproportionately affected by inadequate transportation
infrastructure, limiting their access to employment, education, and other essential |
services.

E i The process of carrying people from one place to another by means of a vehicle, or by feet i
' Transportation ' '
e e |
. Fair and just distribution of transportation resources and opportunities, ensuring that all |
' Equity residents, regardless of their socioeconomic status, race, or geographic location, have
i access to reliable and affordable transportation. !
Social and economic factors that influence an individual's or community's position within
. Socioeconomic ' society: factors include income, education, employment, and access to resources :
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What can be done to make transportation in
Detroit better?



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7BrXiSTsT8k

Introduction
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A third of Detroit households don't
have a vehicle within their entire
household, yet Detroit spends a third of
what other cities spend on their
transportation.
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Detroit's public transportation system is inadequate and

inequitable, disproportionately impacting those from
low-income backgrounds and communities of color. Bus
stops are not frequent or consistent and public transit is
not funded nearly as much as it is in other cities or

states, leaving an inefficient bus system for Detroiters.




Detroit’s Bus System

Detroit has two bus systems: Both suffer from the same issues:
e SMART, a private company e Frequency
e DDOT, Detroit’s bus system e Reliability

e Reach




Other forms of transportatio

OLine
Electric Scooters (Bird, Lime, Spin)

People Mover
MoGo Bikes

Uber/Lyft




Low frequency of bus stops

N Map (V)

Tap the bus icon to show more information
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Weekday
Peak-hour every 30 minutes
Daytime every 30 minutes
Nighttime every 60 minutes
Saturday
Daytime every 30 minutes
Nighttime every 60 minutes
Sunday
Daytime every 60 minutes

Nighttime every 60 minutes




DDOT Bus Arrival

Share of weekday buses in Detroit that are on time

Monthly; October 2022 to October 2023

Nov. Jan. March July Sept.
2022 2023

Data: Detroit Department of Transportation; Note: Does not include SMART routes; Chart: Axios Visuals



Transit Investment by Metrotropolitan !rea
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Funds per capita
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Greater Detroit Received Far Less Public Transit Funding compared to Greater Philadelphia
from all levels of government between 1991 and 2020
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52%

of core services in Detroit are within walking distance of frequent bus routes.
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Effects on low income communities of color
Total I 53%

$60,000 or more 98%
A study conducted by the $30,000 to $59,999 89%
o o . . - $10,000 to $29,999 59%
University of Michigan in 2017 Lese than $10,000 .

All

Income

found that in Detroit, lower @ Black =
. o White 79%
income households, people of myp— o
COlOl‘, and women are leSS -% Some college/Associate's degree 74%
likely to have access to a car. = High school 5%
Less than high school
65 and older 61%
o 55 to 64 55%
‘? 35to b4 62%
Under 35 72%
E Female 57%
& Male = 7%

0% 50% 100%
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Living without a car

e 3 times as likely to miss e 39% more likely to be
work, appointment or skip dissatisfied with
out of something due to transportation options

transportation issue
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History

Post-War Expansion Economic
and Challenges Shifts

Henry Ford and Transportation
Mass Production Modernization
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Solution Plan

e Increase the number of buses to 400 buses from 323

e Hire more bus drivers to support expanded service

e Raise starting wage to $23 for bus drivers to attract and retain quality staff
o Increase service frequency, aiming for 15-minute intervals on key routes

e Introduce realtime bus tracking and arrival information accessible via mobile apps and at bus

stops



Funding

2550

Private Entities

Partnerships with private
companies but are kept
under close surveillance for
a ontime completed
project.

50% 250/\

(0]

Biden

Infrastructure Act
Using the Act to fund half of
this project that meets the
objective of this act, which
is better transportation.

State/Grants

Having Michigan help fund
Detroit’s transportation
development and applying
for grants that can help
alleviate some of the costs.




Conclusion

To create a more equitable transportation system in Detroit, we must invest in
diverse, sustainable transit options that prioritize underserved communities. These
changes will improve mobility and quality of life for all residents.
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Questions
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